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Who We Are
Gulshan Literacy Programmme (GLP) Foundation (commonly known as “GLP”) was established by
expatriates in 1985. GLP as a charity concern provided education to underprivileged children in
Dhaka, Bangladesh.
The Foundation integrally relies on private donations to ensure funds go where they are the most
needed. The mission of the foundation and its schools is to provide education as a life changing
opportunity for under-privileged street children living in slum areas. GLP is registered with Social
Welfare under the Joint Stock Company Act.
GLP operates two schools: one in Badda (GLP-1) with 226 students and the other in Gabtoli, Mirpur
(GLP-2) which has 227 students. The schools run double shifts (8:00 to 11:30 and 12.30 to 4:30) and
provide education from Kindergarten to Grade 8.
Phone:+88-01680097249
E-mail: glpfoundation@gmail.com
Website: http://glpfoundation.com/
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2016: Looking Back
This year GLP schools opened on 2nd January. The Annual Planning Session marked the first day
of GLP academic year where teachers agreed on quarterly and annual targets, prepared the syllabi
along with examination dates. They also scrutinized as to how they can further improve the teachinglearning process and so forth. The day one session in essence set the tone of the whole year where
the teachers start working with renewed commitment.
On 3rd January, all students received free text books; indeed a festive day for all the youngsters and
the teachers. The smiling faces of the students getting fresh new books are simply priceless. Thanks
to the Bangladesh Government for providing free books for all school going children in Bangladesh.

During the book distribution ceremony some classes also receive additional books which they
require for certain subjects. These books are again sponsored by GLP school authority. It is worth
mentioning that GLP follows the Bangladesh national curriculum where learning English is also
stressed. In order to teach children English, GLP welcomes expatriates living in Dhaka who work as
voluntary teachers.
GLP constantly strives to inculcate knowledge and moral values among the young minds, the future of
this nation. Therefore, GLP goes beyond the traditional class-room based teaching and adopts various
means to engage and enlighten children. As part of that, the seemingly mundane school assembly
has already been turned into a platform to spread knowledge and learn presentation techniques.
Assemblies are held every day. However, given the lack of adequate space not all grades can attend
assemblies every day. They join by rotation. Students are required to make presentations on a range
of issues as to news and current affairs. Topics are selected keeping in mind the day to day relevance
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so that the children can identify the issues with their own lives and can connect instantly. The topics
vary widely: from traffic to child rights to health and hygiene and so forth. Students are required to
make presentations before large audiences on given topics that help boost their confidence and selfesteem.
In order to nurture children’s latent talent GLP Badda, like the previous year, had brought out a wall
magazine that demonstrates the creative writing and illustration skills of the children. Creative
pieces e.g. poems and short stories both in Bangla and English had adorned this year’s wall magazine.
Moreover, drawings by the students also found place in the magazine. GLP students are indeed
fortunate as both the branches are equipped with a rich collection of books and all students are
required to spend certain hours at the school library. Through this the children get exposure to
what is happening around the world.

In order for the students to keep pace with the modern world, every student receives computer
training. Weekly computer classes are regularly held for students from Grade III to teach them the
basics e.g. Windows Operating System, Microsoft Office package and others. Thanks to Rotary Club
of Buriganga who generously donated a good number of computers to GLP schools. GLP would also
like to thank Agility Bangladesh, a logistics company who had been kind enough to provide GLP with
some computer instructors. GLP also received LED Tube Lights from the Standard Chartered Bank
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There are also special sewing classes
especially for the girl students. The girls
are usually very keen to learn new
techniques and they are good at sewing
various garments needed every day.
Moreover, in order to nurture the latent
talents, GLP volunteers often take special
classes in drawing, singing, dancing and
other forms of creative engagements that
kids enjoy thoroughly.
Students also occasionally enjoy indoor
and outdoor games depending which
branch they are from. For instance, the
Mirpur branch does have outdoor games
facilities whereas the Badda branch mostly relies on indoor games with occasional outings. From the
first week of October, Agility Bangladesh started supporting GLP Mirpur with games and sports. They
already donated some equipment to play football and cricket. GLP 1 mostly concentrates on indoor
games as they don’t have any playing field. Nevertheless, every Thursday, GLP1 students had the
opportunity to play at a nearby park with the support of Agility Bangladesh.
Apart from ensuring good grades in schools and public examinations, GLP often invite resources
persons to speak on various issues that help children rethink and redesign their own courses of lives.
One of the unique features of GLP Schools is complimentary light food, popularly known as tiffin.
Each student is entitled to one banana daily and a glass of milk thrice a week. As GLP runs entirely on
people’s donation with no income of its own, we look for sponsors every year. For 2016, the milk
was sponsored by Bank Alfalah whereas the banana supply has been funded by other donors.
Basic health and hygiene education related sessions are organized at both the GLP schools as
the students are very young and many of them go through physical and psychological changes. Special
sessions are held for girl students, usually conducted by a health educator or female teachers.
Occasionally, Family Welfare Visitors from the Govt. offer free medicine/vaccination and health tips
at the schools. In April, a doctor visited GLP 1 in Badda and conducted some check-ups.
Each year, the teachers from both the schools pay special attention and take extra classes for the
students of Grade V and VIII as they sit for public examinations known as PSC and JSC
exams 1. The special classes have been highly appreciated by the students and their parents who often
are unable to assist their children at home. Such noble efforts are reflected in the public exam results
as nearly 100% students each year get As in the PSC and JSC exams.

1

Public exams after completing Grade V and VIII respectively.
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GLP regularly organizes
teachers training to
improve the teachinglearning
environment.
Interestingly, aside from
new teachers attending
such training, some GLP
teachers who had been
teaching for a long time,
also acts as trainers in
some of these sessions. For
instance, in March a
training session was held
at ISD where GLP Mirpur
Headmaster Jashu Miah
was one of the trainers. Moreover, GLP has introduced special English classes for the teachers
conducted by volunteer teachers who are basically expatriates living in Dhaka.
Aside from this, GLP Board Member Rubina Karim held another internal training for the
teachers of GLP 1 and GLP 2. The trainer included different approaches and components: web
games, gallery walk, Jigsaw Puzzles, group sharing, connection with yarn, creating headlines (short yet
heavy), and learning to browse internet. The objective was to equip the teachers who in turn would
transfer that to the kids.
GLP teachers always try to be innovative when it comes to teaching. From this year, some of the
teachers have started using video projectors in their lectures that proved to be more effective with
regard to better communicating the contents.
In order to improve the
standard of English, a series
of
Spoken
English
Courses were organised
and sponsored by Agility
Bangladesh
during
September, October and
November. The training
focused on the basic
definition and classifications
of communication, medium
of
communications,
pronunciation
and
phonetics, parts of speech,
gender and so forth.
Meetings for the GLP teachers are routinely organized at both the branches. In 2016, six such
meetings were held where the teachers discussed issues like how they can help improve their
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teaching method and thereby improve further the grades of some students who are falling behind.
This exercise help teachers review and reflect their own activity throughout the year.
From this year GLP decided to
have at least six parent-teacher
meetings and the target has been
achieved. GLP believes the parents
have a significant role towards
improving the academic and overall
standards of each child as they
grow up. Such a platform offers
parents with an opportunity to
interact directly with the teachers
and enquire about their children.
The teachers can also inform the
parents as to how they can
monitor their child’s progress and
help improve their grades. The
meetings offer a space for parents
and teachers to devise ways with
regard to how they can collaborate
with each other to ensure their children’s wellbeing within and beyond the school hours. Special
emphasis is usually given to the students who would appear in the public examinations of Grade V
and VIII.
GLP schools regularly observe different days of national and international relevance
including the International Mother Language Day, Bengali New Year, International Women’s Day,
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Environment Day, Teachers Day and others.
Perhaps the GLP kids wait for the whole
year for the annual outing/picnic. This
year was no exception. The kids had the
opportunity to enjoy all day with no
exam, no classes or whatsoever. It was
all day fun, fun and fun! Children from
both the schools went to the outskirts
of Dhaka, a place called Savar. On 11
February, children-packed buses headed
for the Savar Military Farm, a popular
spot for annual outing like picnics.
Children played all day, some won prizes
as there were some competitions to add
to their excitement. All kids got
breakfast and lunch with special items
and they all enjoyed to the fullest. They
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sang and danced from the moment they gathered together early morning till the time they got off
from the buses to head homes. The day was truly a memorable one for the kids, as they were
constantly thanking their teachers for arranging such a nice programme during cold, foggy winter.
On 28 April GLP Mirpur celebrated the Bengali New Year. Although it was in fact on 14 April, the
authority had to arrange it later considering various issues. Known as Pohela Boishakh¸ the occasion
gave the children and the teachers an opportunity to celebrate Bengali New Year with traditional
songs and dance. Along with students and teachers, many parents attended the event to watch their
kids sing and dance in colourful Boishakhi attires.
On 29-30 August and 4 September,
An art competition was organized
for both the schools that had ‘Fruits,
flowers and seasons of Bangladesh’
as the core theme. The children
from Grade I to VIII were divided
into several age groups. The
competition was sponsored by
Agility Bangladesh. On 29 August all
students took part in the
competition and on the following
day the top five paintings from each
group were selected. Again the top
five from each group had to draw in line with the thematic focus. On 4 September artist Konka
Jameel and 4 representatives from Agility Bangladesh judged the creations to decide on the winners.
The best and the second best art pieces were awarded prizes. For the GLP kids it was a unique
experience that they will cherish for a long time.

who had been serving since the beginning.
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GLP had always been in touch with
its alumni. In order to bring them
together, on 21 February, former
students gathered together as part
of it first grand reunion. They
hugged and greeted each other,
chatted for hours, reminisced about
so
many
things
they
had
experienced in their GLP days.
They all went back to their
childhood and shared how GLP had
changed the course of their life.
They thanked the teachers, many of

GLP Alumni
Sirajam Monia Cinthia - former GLP
alumnus - can be an example to many! She
already showed as to how determination can
change one’s life. After completing Grade VIII
from GLP in 2011, she got herself admitted
at Badda Alatunnesa High school and passed
SSC examination with GPA 5.00 (out of
5.00). Then she continued with her HSC
from Rajuk Uttara Model College, one of the
top ranked colleges in Bangladesh. Again she
got 5.00 out of 5.00 in HSC. That was not
the end. She finally got admitted into the
University of Dhaka through a highly
competitive examination. Studying at the University of Dhaka is like a dream
to many Bangladeshis. Cinthia gladly acknowledges the enormous support
she got from GLP when it was needed most.

Moinul Islam currently works as a part-time
accountant while pursuing his Bachelors of Business
Administration (BBA) degree. Following his
graduation in 2010 (Grade VIII) from GLP Mirpur
School, he continued with his studies and
successfully completed his SCC and HSC degree.
He is greatly indebted to GLP for showing him a
better path. His family background is humble. Both
his father and mother work as cleaners.
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GLP Alumni

Asiya Akter lives with her mother who works
as a cleaner. After completing Grade VIII from
GLP she obtained her SCC and HSC
Examination certificates. She currently an
undergrad student at Mirpur Bangla College
pursuing BBA. Moreover, she’s working with a
non-governmental orgnisation named Dhoritry
Foundation. With this earning she supports her
family and her education. She feels proud of GLP
and believes that without GLP she could not be
where she is now.

Khadiza Akter lost her father at a young age
and since then her mother has been supporting
the six-member family. Despite hardship,
Khadiza continued with her studies. After her
JSC Examination (Grade VIII) , she got enrolled
at UCEP where she received vocational training
and now working as a part-time tailor masters.
Her mother is extremely happy as Khadiza is
now able to contribute to family expenses.
However, Khadiza didn’t stop studying. She is
currently a student of HSC level and wishes to
study further. She expressed her sincere
gratitude to GLP for supporting her education
from Grade I to VIII.
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GLP School Teacher: The Force Behind

GLP-1 Teachers: (L-R): Khaleda Yasmin, Jotsna Khanum, Maksuda Khan, Hashi Talukder (Principal), Momena
Afroz, Md. Nuruzzaman, Anthony Modhu, and Solaiman Kabir.

GLP-2 Teachers (L-R): Samsun Nahar, Zamir Hossain, Sharmin Jahan Popi, Md. Jashu Miah (Principal),
Rabeya Bosri, Urmi Khanam and Tarana Afroze.
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AN APPEAL TO YOU….
As you may know already the GLP Foundation integrally relies on
private donations to ensure funds go where they are the most needed –
investing in children. The mission of the foundation and its schools is
to provide education as a life changing opportunity for under-privileged
children living in slum areas. In order to continue supporting these
children GLP needs YOUR SUPPORT.
How you can help:
1. SPONSOR A CHILD: Only with 250 dollars/20,000 taka we can meet
the educational expenses of a child for a year.
2. BECOME A VOLUNTEER: You may come an teach at GLP schools,
anything related to the curriculum and/or something extra-curricular
including painting, singing, photography etc;
3. DONATE GOODS: You may sponsor stationery, books, computers and
the like for the schools.
5. SCHOOL MAINTENANCE: You may partly contribute to the school
rents, maintenance, utilities, teachers’ salaries and training, uniforms
and bags, school feeding programs and, funds permitting, scholarships
to over 50 GLP high school students.
6. Any other contributions – in cash and in kind - would be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely
GLP Foundation Management

We need your support… help come forward to bring a smile to more
than 400 disadvantaged children studying at GLP
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SALUTE TO GLP DONORS 2016
 American International School
Dhaka
 Agility Bangladesh
 Aly Khan
 Bank Alfalah Ltd
 Currimbhoy Family
 Dilhani Albert
 Edcon Ltd.
 Farzeela Rupani
 Henbury Ltd.
 Hussain Farhad & Co
 Jumani Family
 Kaneta Islam
 Lamia and Rizwan Rahman
 Light Hearted Fundraising
 Matin Chowdhury
 Milia Ali

















Musharaf Hossain
Nasreen Sattar
Nasrin Sobhan
Naz Azim
Parveen and Mehboob Ariff
Rex Holm
Rotary Club Buriganga
Sal Imam
Samar Imran
Serhan Dogan
Shahed Choudhury
Shamin Merali
Square Toiletries Ltd.
Tom Tailor and
Other anonymous donors and
sponsors

Thank you, donors and friends, for being part of the
children's future!
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